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Abstract 
Citizen Monk: Stories of Civic Engagement and Visionary Politics 
I will talk broadly about Monk's political participation and vision, even when he 
insists that he's not interested in politics or policy or anything of that nature. 
Monk is merely a template for thinking about musicians as more than musicians 
but rather social and political beings in the world who may express their hopes 
and concerns in forums other than music. It is also about a much longer African 
American political tradition that I argue can inform the current administration, 
but has virtually been erased from public discourse in an effort to e-race 
President Obama and his administration. 
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